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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi 

wabarakatuh and a very good evening. 

 

Dr Qian Tang 

Assistant Director General for Education 

UNESCO; 

 

Ms Wivina Belmonte 

Deputy Regional Director of UNICEF’s East  

Asia and Pacific Regional Office; 

 

Dr Sheldon Shaeffer  

Member of the Board of Directors of the Asia-

Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood 

(ARNEC); 
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YBhg. Dato’ Seri Mahdzir Khalid  

Minister of Education Malaysia; 

Distinguished Ministers from Asia and Pacific 

countries 

 

Excellencies, High Commissioners, 

Ambassadors, Delegates and Speakers 

Honoured Guests 

Members of the Media 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

 

 

 

 



- 4 - 
 

1. It is a pleasure to be here with you this 

evening. On behalf of the Malaysian 

government, I would like to warmly welcome 

all of you to this dinner held in conjunction 

with the Asia-Pacific Regional Policy Forum 

on Early Childhood Care and Education 2016 

in Putrajaya. 

 

2. This dinner is our way of saying thank you or 

“terima kasih” to all the Asia-Pacific 

Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Senior Officials 

and delegates from participating countries for 

being a part of this important event. 
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3. Tonight is another opportunity for us to 

foster ties and reinforce networks with the 

early childhood care and education fraternity 

in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.  

 

4. The provision of quality early childhood 

development, care and pre-primary education 

has always been a priority for the Malaysian 

Government.  

 

5. What could be more important than our 

children? They are our countries’ future. 

They are the most valuable resource of our 

nations. And I believe that developing a 
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nation and its people begins with early 

childhood education and development. 

 

6. As Malaysia is successfully moving towards 

achieving its goal of becoming a high income 

status nation by 2020, we look forward to 

ours being a truly advanced country with a 

high level of public well-being, where people 

can enjoy peace, stability and prosperity. 

That is the future we want for our children. 

 

7. In order to achieve this, Malaysians have 

been applying innovative practices through 
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principles such as the Blue Ocean Strategy of 

high impact, low cost and rapid execution. 

 

8. Our strategy formulation is driven by 

creativity and innovation - by reconstructing 

the conventional boundaries that have been 

in place in public and private organisations. 

 

9. Unique and dynamic plans have brought 

together ministries, agencies, and all levels of 

government, private sector and civil society.  
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10. These initiatives cover economic and social 

issues, including rural and urban 

development, safety and security, youth 

engagement, women’s empowerment, 

entrepreneurship and – of course - early 

childhood. 

 

11. All these initiatives bear an impact on 

Early Childhood Care and Education as 

ECCE is, by its nature, multi-sectorial, and 

every aspect of our lives and actions affect 

our children and their future. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

12. I believe all of us share a common goal; 

that is to enhance ECCE in the Asia-Pacific 

region. And we are committed to working 

together to ensure we achieve that goal. 

 

13. Your commitment, contribution and 

support are of great value to us. I understand 

that you have had a very engaging ministerial 

roundtable discussion this afternoon, and I 

believe that by the time this forum ends on 

Thursday, all delegates will have had a very 
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positive and useful time and gained much 

from it. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

14. The next two days hold great opportunities 

for delegates and participants to foster 

friendships and build meaningful working 

relationships that can make our development 

efforts have greater impact. 

 

15. After all, that is always what the ECCE 

fraternity has been about – bringing together 

best practices across the globe to create a 
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supportive environment to strengthen the 

foundations of children’s care and education.  

 

16. This dinner has been especially organised 

for everyone present as a symbol of our 

Malaysian hospitality, and I do hope that you 

will enjoy our delicious Malaysian cuisine.  

 

17. I believe that during the dinner, you will 

also be entertained by our talented children, 

who will be performing a multiracial 

Malaysian cultural performance.  
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18. It is my sincere hope that the friendships 

we have built over the years will become 

stronger and lead to new initiatives for the 

mutual benefit of the Asia-Pacific region.  

 

19. I want to close by thanking each and every 

one for your participation, for sharing your 

ideas and experiences, and for your creative 

and innovative thinking. With that, I wish 

you a pleasant evening. 

 

Thank you. 
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